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III

THE RULE OF THE ROMAN PROCUKATOES

After the removal of Archelaus, his ethnarchy was turned
into a procuratorial province of the second class and was governed
by an official with the rank of procurator (Gk. s^trgo^iog).^
Josephus claims 2 that the province came under the adminis-
tration of Syria, but he probably mistook the special missions
which the Syrian governor undertook from time to time in
Palestine for a regular and permanent control. The mere fact
that the procurator possessed the jus gladii, that is to say, full
powers of criminal jurisdiction, is enough to prove his official
independence.3

His usual place of residence was Caesarea, the coastal city
which Herod the Great had founded about 19 B.C. on the site
of the ancient Tower of Strato, and which now lies in ruins.
But whenever he anticipated possible disturbances, as for
instance during the great religious festivals that attracted
thousands of pilgrims to Jerusalem every year, he would move
up into the Holy City and instal himself there till the danger
was past. He controlled all the local authorities, civil and
religious. He could both nominate and depose the High Priest,
according to what he regarded as his own interests or those of
Rome. He kept the priestly equipment for the great rituals
shut up in the Antonia 4 and only allowed the priests to have
it when it was required for some particular festival. In this
sense therefore he played the part of guardian and supervisor
to. the Jewish cult ; but his chief concern was really to see that
the taxes were duly collected and to keep the peace. This
was no easy task with a people like the Judseans, touchy,
irascible, and ready to flare up at the least provocation, fre-
quently taking offence at what must have seemed to a Roman,
unversed in the intricacies of the Law, the most frivolous trifles.
Even a watchful and well-informed procurator must still have
been uneasy in the midst of this utterly alien population. And
the prospect of a revolt was all the more alarming in that he

1  Jos., Ant., xx, 6, 2 ;   B.J., ii, 8, 1.    They are also called

a general term equivalent to the Latin praeses. This is the word used in
the New Testament (Matt, xxvii. 2 ; Lujce xx. 20, etc.). Cf. also Jos.,
Ant., xviii, 3, 1, where ena^yo^ meaning praefectus (Ant., xix, 9, 2),
and imfjLS^rpcYi^ meaning curator (AnL, xviii, 4, 2), also occur.

2 Jos., Ant., xvii, 13, 5 ;   xviii, 1, 1.

3 LXY, xi, 91, n. 1.

4 This was a Hasmonaean building, which Herod had turned into a
fortress.    It overlooked the Temple Courts.